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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Coast Guard

[USCG-1999-6581] - 1

Collection of Information by Agency
under Review by Office of Management
and Budget

AGENCY: Coast Guard, DOT.
ACTION: Request for comments.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,&l
U.S.C. 3501-3520,  the Coast Guard
intends to request the approval of the
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB)  for the renewal of two
information Collection Requests (ICRs).
These ICRs comprise: 1. Certificate of
Discharge to Merchant Mariners, and 2.
Recreational Boating Accident Reports.
Before submitting the ICRs to OMB,  the
Coast Guard is asking for comments on
the collections described below.
DATES: Comments must reach the Coast
Guard on or before February 7, 2000.
ADDRESSES: You may mail comments to
the Docket Management System (DMS)
[USCG1999-65811,  U.S. Department of
Transportation (DOT), room PL-401,
400 Seventh Street SW., Washington,
DC 20590-0001,  or deliver them to room
PL-401,  located on the Plaza Level of
the Nassif Building at the same address,
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday
through Friday, except Federal holidays.
The telephone number is 202-366-
9329.

The Docket Management Facility
maintains the public docket for this
Request. Comments will become part of
this docket and will be available for

inspection or copying at room PL-401,
located on the Plaza Level of the Nassif
Building at the same address, between
9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through
Friday, except Federal holidays. You
may also access this docket on the
Internet at http://dms.dot.gov.

Copies of the complete ICRs are
available through this docket on the
Internet at http://dms.dot.gov  and also
from Commandant (G-SII-2), U.S. Coast
Guard Headquarters, room 6106  (Attn:
Barbara Davis), 2100  Second Street SW.,
Washington, DC 20593-0001.  The
telephone number is 202-267-2326.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Barbara Davis, Office of Information
Management, 202-267-2326,  for
questions on this document. Dorothy
Walker, Chief, Documentary Services
Division, U.S. Department of
Transportation, 202-366-9330,  for
questions on the docket.

Request for Comments

The Coast Guard encourages
interested persons to submit written
comments. Persons submitting
comments should include their names
and addresses, identify this document
[USCG1999-65811  and the specific ICR
to which each comment applies, and
give the reason(s) for each comment.
Please submit all comments and
attachments in an unbound format no
larger than 8V2 by 11 inches, suitable for
copying and electronic filing. Persons
wanting acknowledgment of receipt of
comments should enclose stamped, self-
addressed postcards or envelopes.

Information Collection Requests

1. Title: Certificate of Discharge to
Merchant Mariners.

OMB  Control Number: 2 115-0042.
Summary: The collection of

information requires a master or mate of
a shipping company to submit
information on merchant mariners to
the U.S. Coast Guard that: (1) establishes
their sea service time; (2) sets forth their
qualifications for their original or
upgrading their existing credentials; and
(3) sets forth their qualifications for
retirement or insurance benefits.

Need: Under Title 46 U.S.C. 10311,
the information collected shows
eligibility for merchant mariners’
documents and tells the Maritime
Administration the availability of
mariners in a time of national
emergency.

Respondents: Masters or mates of
shipping companies and merchant
mariners.

Frequency: On occasion.
Burden: The estimated burden is

4,500 hours annually.
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2. Title: Recreational Boating
Accident Report.

OMB Control Number: 2115-0010.

Summary: The information collected
identifies possible manufacturers’
defects in boats or equipment, helps
develop boat manufacturing standards,
helps develop safe-boating-education
programs, and furnishes accident
statistics.

Need: Title 46 U.S.C. 6102(a)  requires
the establishment of a uniform system
for reporting marine casualties, with
regulations prescribing casualties to be
reported and the manner of reporting.
The statute requires a State to compile
and submit to the Coast Guard reports,
information, and statistics on casualties
reported to the State.

Respondents: Operators of
recreational boats.

Frequency: On occasion.
Burden: The estimated burden is

4,232  hours annually.
Dated: November 24,  1999.

G. N. Naccara,

RearAdmiral,  U.S. Coast Guard, Director of
Information and Technology.
[FR Dot. 99-31646  Filed 12-6-99;  8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-15-U

FMVSS para-
graph

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration

[Docket No. NHTSA-99-6034; Notice 21

General Motors Corporation; Grant of
Application for Decision of
Inconsequential Noncompliance

General Motors Corporation (GM) of
Warren, Michigan, has determined that
a number of 1998 bi-fueled  compressed
natural gas (CNG)  Chevrolet Cavaliers
do not meet the requirements of S5.3
and S5.4 of 49 CFR  571.303, Federal
Motor Vehicle Safety Standard (FMVSS)
No. 303, “Fuel System Integrity of
Compressed Natural Gas Vehicles,” and
has filed an appropriate report pursuant
to 49 CFR Part 573, “Defects and
Noncompliance Reports.” GM has also
applied to be exempted from the
notification and remedy requirements of
49 U.S.C.  Chapter 301--“Motor  Vehicle
Safety” on the basis that the
noncompliance is inconsequential to
motor vehicle safety.

Notice of receipt of the application
was published, with a 30-day comment
period, on August 6, 1999,  in the
Federal Register (64 FR 43011).  NHTSA
received no comments on this
application during the 30-day comment
period.

FMVSS  No. 303, S5.3 requires that
CNG vehicles shall be permanently
labeled, near the vehicle refueling
connection, with the information
specified in S5.3.1 and S5.3.2.

Required Label Wording

S5.3.1 requires the statement:
“Service pressure kPa
( psig),” and S5.3.2 requires the
statement “See instructions on fuel
container for inspection and service
life.”

S5.4 requires that, when a motor
vehicle is delivered to the first
purchaser for purposes other than
resale, the manufacturer shall provide
the purchaser with a written statement
of the information in S5.3.1 and S5.3.2
in the owner’s manual, or, if there is no
owner’s manual, on a one-page
document.

GM has notified us that in model year
1998,  it manufactured 385 bi-fueled
CNG Chevrolet Cavaliers that did not
fully comply with the labeling
requirements specified in 49 CFR
571.303.  GM stated that the
noncompliance consists of deviations
from the wording required on the CNG
vehicle label and in the owner’s manual,
These deviations are illustrated below.

GM explained that an out-of-date
version of FMVSS No. 303, which did
not contain specific requirements, was
used by the supplier that prepared the
label and owner’s manual supplement.
As a result, the CNG vehicle label
applied near the refueling connection,
and the owner’s manual for the subject
vehicles, did not contain the exact
statements required by FMVSS No. 303,
S5.3 and S5.4.

The required words and actual words
used by GM are shown as follows:

‘98 CNG Cavalier label wording

s5.3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SERVICE PRESSURE 24820 kPa (3600 psig) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3600 PSI SYSTEM OPERATING PRESSURE.
s5.3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON FUEL CONTAINER FOR INSPEC-  SEE CNG OWNERS MANUAL SUPPLEMENT FOR FUEL

TION  AND SERVICE LIFE. TANK SERVICE LIFE.

FMVSS  para-
graph

Required’ owner’s manual wording ‘98 CNG Cavalier owner’s manual wording

s5.4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SERVICE PRESSURE 24820 kPa (3600 psig) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . This system operates at pressures up to 3600 PSI (24.8
MPa).  (p. iv) The CNG fuel system is designed to use a fill
pressure of 3,600 psi (24.8 MPa).  (P. 6-3).

s5.4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON FUEL CONTAINER FOR INSPEC- THE CNG FUEL TANK HAS A SERVICE LIFE OF 15 YEARS.
TION  AND SERVICE LIFE.

GM supported its application with the
following arguments:

GM believes that the labels and owner’s
manual supplement information provided
with these vehicles are responsive and
consistent with the rationale and intent of the
requirements, even though the exact words
required by the standard are not used. The
actual labels and the owner’s manual
supplement provide equivalent information
required by FMVSS  303, S5.3 and S5.4.  The
CNG refueling valve label clearly states the

operating pressure and refers the user to the leakage as required by FMVSS  304, S7.2.2 for
owner’s manual for information about tank such containers. GM has not received any
service life. Both the refueling valve and the reports of injuries or property damage
underhood labels include the service associated with overfilling of these vehicles
expiration date and the owners manual and believes it is extremely remote that these
indicates the service life, inspection deviations from FMVSS  303 label and
information, and provide a form to record the owner’s manual requirements could
expiration date. contribute to an injury or property damage

Additionally, virtually all CNG refueling incident.
stations incorporate an overfill protection For all of these reasons, GM believes that
system. Also, the subject vehicles are this noncompliance is inconsequential to
equipped with a CNG container validated up motor vehicle safety. Accordingly, GM
to 200 percent of the service pressure without petitions that it be exempted from the
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